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1997 Grenade Victims Want to Sue Hun Sen Too

BY Lor CHANDARA
AND WENCY LEUNG
THE CAMBODIA DAILY
Victims and relatives of those
killed in the 1997 grenade attack
outside the National Assembly
say they are waiting in anticipa-
tion to see whether Phnom Penh
Municipal Court will accept or
reject Sam Rainsy's lawsuit
against Prime Minister Hun Sen.
"The opposition leader is expect-
ed to meet with court officials
today to discuss his criminal com-
plaint, which he launched against
Hun Sen last month, alleging the
premier masterminded the attack
that killed at least 13 people and

injured more than 120 others in
Phnom Penh.

If the court decides to pursue
Sam Rainsy'’s case, some say they
will be encouraged to follow suit
and seek retribution for their loss-
es.
~I want to file a lawsuit also, if it
is possible, against the Hun Sen
government,” said 60-year old Im
Malen, who was left paralyzed
from the waist down after the
attack.

“Nobody did this except Hun
Sen,” said Im Malen, sitting in her
wheelchair at her son's house in
Phnom Penh.

On the morning of March 30,

1997, Im Malen was among a
crowd of hundreds of opposition-
led demonstrators gathered near
the Assembly, protesting what
they believed was a corrupt judi-
cial system.

She was holding a placard, lis-
tening about seven meters away
from Sam Rainsy as he made a
speech.

Shortly after he finished speak-
ing, witnesses said, attackers
lobbed up to four fragmentation
grenades into the crowd.

Im Malen said she heard four
distinct blasts. “I remember very
clearly,” she said, recounting how
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a piece of shrapnel tore into her
back, throwing her to the ground.
Surrounding her, she recalls, peo-
ple were dying, bleeding and
screaming for help.

Nearly seven years later, the
case remains unresolved, and Im
Malen is wheelchair-bound and
dependent on her son’s family.
Pinching at her atrophied legs,
she said: “They are dead.”

Hun Sen, who was second
prime minister at the time, has
denied allegations that he was
behind the attack. Earlier this
week, his adviser Om Yentieng
said Hun Sen would countersue
Sam Rainsy for defamation if the
court rejects the opposition
leader’s complaint,

None of this, however, has
deterred Im Malen from consid-
ering launching a lawsuit herself.

“I'm not afraid because before I
had legs that could walk. Now I
have lost everything,” she said.

Ly Neary, 58, said she, too, will

killed easily but no killers are
taken to justice. I want justice for
my son.”
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against the person
responsible for this
action,” Ly Neary said on Tuesday.

“l want to file a lawsuit against
Hun Sen but I don't have hope or
trust in the Cambodian court.”
she said. “The small people are

when shrapnel
struck his calf and
ripped three wounds in his stom-
ach. -

“As victims, we will wait and see
how the judge and prosecutors
handle this lawsuit filed by Sam

Rainsy,” he said Wednesday.

“If they handle the lawsuit
properly..] expect that more vic-
tims will come out filing lawsuits
against [the suspects] and ask for
compensation, and secondly, for
justice,” he said. “I myself want to
do this also, but we'll just wait and

Reached by telephone on
Tuesday, Sam Rainsy said he is
optimistic about today’s meeting
with deputy court prosecutor Yet
Chakriya.

“I expect the court to accept
my complaint and not to reject it
right away,” he said.

Sam Rainsy said he has evi-
dence to back up his allegations,
including documents from the
US Federal Bureau of Invest-
igation and eyewitnesses. He
said he remains confident of his
case.

“If the judge rejects it, it will
trigger people who have evidence
to show it,” he said.



